
Elmer David McKee: The Extraordinary Life of
an American Pioneer
Elmer David McKee was born in a log cabin in Indiana in 1891. His parents
were farmers, and he grew up working on the family farm. As a child,
McKee was fascinated by aviation, and he dreamed of one day becoming a
pilot.

After graduating from high school, McKee attended Purdue University,
where he studied engineering. In 1917, the United States entered World
War I, and McKee joined the United States Army Air Service. He was
trained as a pilot, and he flew combat missions over France.

Elmer by David McKee
4.9 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 16356 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 32 pages

After the war, McKee returned to the United States and worked as a
commercial pilot. In 1927, he became the first pilot to fly from the United
States to Japan. This flight made McKee a national hero, and he was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross.

In the 1930s, McKee turned his attention to exploration. He led several
expeditions to the Arctic, and he was the first person to fly over the North
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Pole. In 1937, McKee was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for
his Arctic explorations.

During World War II, McKee served as a general in the United States Army
Air Forces. He commanded the Eighth Air Force, which played a major role
in the bombing of Germany. After the war, McKee continued to serve in the
Air Force, and he retired in 1955 with the rank of general.

In addition to his aviation and exploration career, McKee was also active in
public service. He served as a member of the United States House of
Representatives from 1949 to 1955, and he was a delegate to the United
Nations from 1956 to 1958.

Elmer David McKee died in 1972. He was a true American pioneer, and his
life is an inspiration to us all.

Legacy

Elmer David McKee left a lasting legacy on the United States. He was a
pioneer in aviation, exploration, and public service. His accomplishments
helped to shape the nation's history, and his spirit continues to inspire us
today.

McKee's aviation career was marked by a number of firsts. He was the first
pilot to fly from the United States to Japan, and he was the first person to
fly over the North Pole. These achievements helped to open up the world to
air travel, and they paved the way for future generations of pilots.

McKee's exploration career was also groundbreaking. He led several
expeditions to the Arctic, and he was the first person to fly over the North



Pole. These expeditions helped to increase our knowledge of the Arctic,
and they laid the foundation for future exploration of the region.

McKee's public service career was marked by his dedication to the country.
He served as a member of the United States House of Representatives
from 1949 to 1955, and he was a delegate to the United Nations from 1956
to 1958. In these roles, McKee worked to improve the lives of all
Americans.

Elmer David McKee was a true American pioneer. His accomplishments in
aviation, exploration, and public service helped to shape the nation's
history, and his spirit continues to inspire us today.

Additional Resources

Elmer David McKee - National Aviation Hall of Fame

Elmer David McKee - New Mexico Space Hall of Fame

Elmer David McKee - United States Congress
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