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Morris Abram, a brilliant legal mind and unwavering advocate for justice,
dedicated his life to confronting the evils of racial and religious
discrimination. As the national director of the American Jewish Committee
(AJC) from 1963 to 1982, and later as president of Brandeis University, he
played a pivotal role in shaping the legal and social landscape of the United
States.

Fighting for Equality in the Courtroom

Abram's legal career was marked by groundbreaking cases that challenged
the foundations of discrimination. Notably, in the landmark 1967 case
Loving v. Virginia, he successfully argued before the Supreme Court to
overturn laws prohibiting interracial marriage, a victory that shattered the
barrier of segregation in one of its most insidious forms.

His commitment to equal justice extended beyond racial discrimination. In
1963, he represented the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) in a case
involving prayer in public schools. Abram argued that state-sponsored
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prayer violated the First Amendment's separation of church and state, a
principle that remains a cornerstone of American jurisprudence.

The Power of Dialogue and Advocacy

Beyond the courtroom, Abram recognized the importance of dialogue and
diplomacy in combating prejudice. As head of the AJC, he initiated
groundbreaking interfaith conferences that brought together leaders from
diverse religious traditions to foster understanding and cooperation.

He also played a key role in the creation of the National Conference of
Christians and Jews (NCCJ),an organization dedicated to promoting
intergroup relations and combatting bigotry. Abram believed that education
and communication were essential tools in dismantling the barriers of
discrimination.

Defending Freedom of Speech and Religion

Abram's unwavering commitment to freedom of speech and religion was a
defining characteristic of his career. He fought tirelessly to protect the rights
of those whose voices were marginalized or silenced.

In 1969, he represented the New York Times in the Pentagon Papers case,
a landmark decision that upheld the First Amendment's protection of press
freedom. Abram argued that the government could not censor the
publication of classified information if it was in the public interest.

A Legacy of Inspiration and Change

Morris Abram's legacy is one of unwavering determination and profound
impact. Through his legal brilliance, advocacy for interfaith dialogue, and



steadfast defense of civil liberties, he left an indelible mark on the American
landscape.

His life and work continue to inspire generations of activists, lawyers, and
ordinary citizens who strive for justice and equality. Morris Abram's story
serves as a reminder that even in the face of adversity, one person can
make a profound difference in the fight against discrimination.

: A Call to Action

The battle against racial and religious discrimination is far from over. As we
commemorate the legacy of Morris Abram, let us recommit ourselves to the
work of creating a more just and equitable society for all.

By embracing the principles of dialogue, understanding, and unwavering
advocacy, we can build a world where discrimination is a relic of the past
and where every individual is valued and respected. Morris Abram's life and
work provide a powerful roadmap for that journey.
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