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In his book, Observations On The Perils And Rewards Of Artmaking, author
and artist Robert Genn shares his insights into the challenges and rewards
of being an artist. Genn writes with honesty and passion about the
struggles and triumphs of the artistic life, offering a unique perspective on
the creative process.

Genn begins by discussing the perils of artmaking, including the challenges
of finding inspiration, dealing with criticism, and overcoming self-doubt. He
writes candidly about the sacrifices that artists often make, both financial
and emotional.

However, Genn also emphasizes the rewards of artmaking, including the
joy of creating something new, the satisfaction of sharing one's work with
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others, and the opportunity to connect with people through art. He writes
about the importance of perseverance, passion, and belief in oneself.

Observations On The Perils And Rewards Of Artmaking is a valuable
resource for anyone who is interested in art or the creative process. Genn's
insights are both practical and inspiring, and his book is sure to offer
encouragement and guidance to artists of all levels.

The Perils of Artmaking

In the first part of his book, Genn discusses the perils of artmaking. He
writes about the challenges of finding inspiration, dealing with criticism, and
overcoming self-doubt. He also discusses the financial and emotional
sacrifices that artists often make.

One of the biggest perils of artmaking is the challenge of finding inspiration.
Genn writes that inspiration can be elusive, and that it can be difficult to
come up with new ideas for artwork. He suggests that artists keep a
sketchbook and write down any ideas that come to mind, no matter how
small or insignificant they may seem. He also suggests that artists look for
inspiration in their surroundings, and that they experiment with different
materials and techniques.

Another peril of artmaking is the challenge of dealing with criticism. Genn
writes that criticism is inevitable, and that it is important to learn how to deal
with it in a constructive way. He suggests that artists seek out constructive
criticism from trusted friends, family members, or teachers. He also
suggests that artists remember that criticism is not always personal, and
that it can be an opportunity to learn and grow.



Self-doubt is another common peril of artmaking. Genn writes that self-
doubt can be paralyzing, and that it can prevent artists from creating their
best work. He suggests that artists challenge their negative thoughts and
that they focus on their strengths. He also suggests that artists surround
themselves with positive people who believe in them.

The Rewards of Artmaking

Despite the perils, artmaking can also be a very rewarding experience.
Genn writes about the joy of creating something new, the satisfaction of
sharing one's work with others, and the opportunity to connect with people
through art. He also writes about the importance of perseverance, passion,
and belief in oneself.

One of the greatest rewards of artmaking is the joy of creating something
new. Genn writes that there is nothing quite like the feeling of bringing an
idea to life and seeing it take shape on paper or canvas. He suggests that
artists embrace the creative process and enjoy the journey, regardless of
the outcome.

Another reward of artmaking is the satisfaction of sharing one's work with
others. Genn writes that it is a wonderful feeling to see someone appreciate
one's work and to know that one has made a difference in their life. He
suggests that artists share their work with others as often as possible, both
online and in person.

Finally, artmaking can be a powerful way to connect with people. Genn
writes that art can break down barriers and bring people together. He
suggests that artists use their work to make a positive impact on the world.



Observations On The Perils And Rewards Of Artmaking is a valuable
resource for anyone who is interested in art or the creative process. Genn's
insights are both practical and inspiring, and his book is sure to offer
encouragement and guidance to artists of all levels.

If you are an artist, or if you are interested in learning more about the
creative process, I highly recommend reading Observations On The Perils
And Rewards Of Artmaking. This book is a must-read for anyone who is
passionate about art.
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