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Sol Lewitt was one of the most influential artists of the 20th century. His
work, which spanned painting, sculpture, drawing, and photography, was
characterized by its simplicity, clarity, and precision. Lewitt was a pioneer of
conceptual art, and his work often explored the relationship between art
and language, the role of the artist, and the nature of perception.

Sol Lewitt was born in Hartford, Connecticut, in 1928. He studied art at
Syracuse University and the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. In the
early 1960s, Lewitt began to develop his own unique style of art. He was
drawn to simple, geometric forms and often used mathematical systems to
create his work. Lewitt also began to experiment with the use of language
in his art, and he often included instructions for how his work should be
made.

In 1965, Lewitt published "Paragraphs on Conceptual Art," which outlined
his ideas about the nature of art. In this essay, Lewitt argued that art should
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be based on ideas rather than on physical objects. He also stated that the
artist's role was to create a set of instructions that could be followed by
anyone to create the work of art.

Lewitt's ideas about conceptual art had a profound impact on the art world.
They helped to pave the way for a new generation of artists who were
interested in exploring the boundaries of art. Lewitt's work was also
influential in the development of minimalism, a movement that emphasized
the use of simple, geometric forms and the reduction of ornamentation.

Sol Lewitt died in New York City in 2007. He is considered to be one of the
most important artists of the 20th century, and his work continues to be
exhibited and studied around the world.

Sol Lewitt: A Life of Ideas

This comprehensive biography of Sol Lewitt explores the life and work of
one of the most influential artists of the 20th century. Drawing on extensive
research and interviews with Lewitt's friends, family, and colleagues, author
Ann Temkin provides a detailed and nuanced portrait of the artist and his
work.

The book begins with Lewitt's early life and education. Temkin traces
Lewitt's development as an artist, from his early experiments with painting
and sculpture to his groundbreaking work in conceptual art. She also
explores the critical reception to Lewitt's work, which was often
controversial and polarizing.

Temkin also delves into Lewitt's personal life, including his relationships
with his family and friends, and his struggles with depression and anxiety.



She provides a sensitive and insightful account of Lewitt's complex
personality and his lifelong dedication to his art.

Sol Lewitt: A Life of Ideas is an essential read for anyone interested in the
life and work of one of the most important artists of the 20th century.
Temkin's comprehensive and nuanced biography provides a fascinating
and insightful look into the mind and work of a true visionary.
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