Unveiling the Unseen: A Journey from War's
Devastation to Peace's Healing through
Translation

From War to Peace: A Transformative Odyssey

War leaves an imprint that echoes long after the battles cease. It scars
landscapes, shatters lives, and fragments the very fabric of society. Yet,
amidst the ruins, there emerges a beacon of hope —translation, a bridge
that can span the chasm between conflict and reconciliation.

In her poignant and thought-provoking book, "From War to Peace There Is
Not Anything to Translate," author Anya Bova explores the transformative
power of translation in the aftermath of war. Through vivid accounts and
incisive analysis, she weaves a narrative that reveals the ways in which
words can heal wounds, foster understanding, and rebuild fractured
communities.
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Words as Weapons and Words as Healers

In zones of conflict, language itself becomes a weapon. Hate speech
incites violence, propaganda distorts truth, and silence suppresses dissent.
Translation, in such contexts, is not merely a technical exercise; it is an act
of resistance.

Bova highlights the work of Iraqgi translator Nahid al-Rayyis, who risked her
life to translate banned books during Saddam Hussein's regime. By giving
voice to silenced writers, she defied censorship and kept alive the flame of
free expression.

Conversely, translation can also be a balm for the wounds inflicted by war.
When stories of trauma are translated into languages understood by the
wider world, they become a catalyst for empathy and compassion. Bova
cites the example of Afghan poet and translator Sharaawi, whose verses
bear witness to the horrors of war while translating them into a language of
hope.

Rebuilding Communities through Translation

The aftermath of war often leaves communities fragmented and mistrustful.
Translation can play a crucial role in bridging these divides and rebuilding
social cohesion.

Bova tells the story of the "Memory Workers" project in post-genocide
Rwanda. Survivors from different communities worked together to translate
their testimonies from Kinyarwanda into French and English. This process
not only facilitated mutual understanding but also created a shared archive
of the past, fostering dialogue and reconciliation.



Furthermore, Bova argues that translation can disrupt the dominant
narratives of war and promote a more nuanced understanding of history. By
giving voice to marginalized voices and challenging official accounts,
translators can challenge stereotypes and create space for diverse
perspectives.

The Translator as a Mediator and Withess

Translators who work in conflict zones are not mere linguistic
intermediaries; they are witnesses to history and mediators between
cultures. They navigate the treacherous terrain between conflicting parties,
carrying stories, emotions, and the weight of the past.

Bova examines the complexities of the translator's role through the
experiences of Mark Levine, who translated from Arabic during the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Levine's work not only facilitated communication but
also forced him to confront his own biases and grapple with the moral
complexities of his profession.

As Bova writes, "Translators are not neutral observers. They bring with
them their own backgrounds, experiences, and beliefs, which inevitably
shape their work." Yet, in the act of translation, they strive for a kind of
ethical neutrality, respecting the integrity of the original text while conveying
its meaning across cultural and linguistic boundaries.

Anya Bova's "From War to Peace There Is Not Anything to Translate" is a
powerful and illuminating exploration of the role of translation in the
aftermath of conflict. It shows us how words can be both weapons and
healers, tools for destruction and instruments for reconciliation.



Through the stories of courageous translators and the transformative power
of their work, Bova invites us to reconsider the act of translation as more
than a mere linguistic exercise. It is a process of healing, understanding,
and rebuilding—a bridge that can lead us from the devastation of war to the
promise of peace.

In the words of Bova herself, "Translation can be the first step toward
understanding, and understanding can be the first step toward peace." By
embracing the power of translation, we can create a world where the
wounds of war are healed and the promise of a shared future is realized.
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